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Paige Adams-Geller stares at her profile in
the full-length, antique mirror, wrinkling
her button nose. She pulls at the back of
a slightly baggy, high-waited black denim
trouser, a team of design staff crowding
the small room. “I’'m too little right now,”
she says critically, “my butt’s too small.”
You wouldn’t have heard those words 10
years ago.

She’s fitting the samples for her new
spring 2008 line, a rack of jeans spread
against the wall behind her. Her company,
Paige Premium Denim, just south of Los
Angeles in Culver City, is only three years
old and already booming with business
nationwide and around the world. Adams-
Geller, once the top fit model in the
designer denim world, has had dozens of
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brands fit based on her seemingly flawless
curves; she knows denim.

Alook at Adams-Geller provides two solid
adjectives: confident and feminine. Her
face is a classic heart-shape--high, defined
cheekbones accented with a subtle wash
of pink give way to a petite nose atop full,
cherry lips. Her huge blue eyes pop under
softly arching eyebrows, mascara and
eyeliner creating a noticeable but natural-
looking outline to her attentive gaze.
Long strands of wavy blonde hair cascade
around her face, over her shoulders,
layered, and highlighted to perfection.
Flashing a playful smile and giggling as
she walks across the room in her nude-
colored tank top, black lacey thong, and
leopard print high heels. Boasting that
toned-but-not-too-thin physique of a
former fit model, it’s hard to imagine
Adams-Geller as the 95 pound, five foot
eight inch, insecure and anorexic print
model that she once was.

Growing up in Wasilla, Alaska, Adams-
Geller describes herself as a “chubby
young girl,” her voice soft remembering

the nicknames such as “Little Miss Piggy”
at school. “Women would come up to me
and say, you're such a pretty girl, if you
Just lost weight, you could model,” she
remembers, “and it started to hit that,
wow, I'm not skinny like all the girls in
the magazines, maybe I do need to lose
weight.”

Fueled by her type-A perfectionist
personality and encouragement from
others, her weight loss became an
obsession. She threw herself into the
pageant scene with immediate success,
eventually asked by Elite Modeling
Agency to come to New York City. She
was 16, five foot eight, and weighed 95
pounds.

"It was not a healthy place for my body
to be,” she says, recalling how she starved
herself and over exercised to the point

of exhaustion. She pauses and then adds,
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